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Standards 

 Listening: Building on others’ ideas for knowledge  
                      The Listening Standard includes skills for present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style that are        
                      appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
 

 Speaking: Adaptable communication and partnership collaboration  
                      The Speaking Standard includes but is not limited to skills necessary for formal presentations, the Speaking Standard requires students to develop a range of broadly useful oral communication and interpersonal skills. Students must learn to work  
                      together, express and listen carefully to ideas, integrate information from  oral, visual, quantitative, and media sources to evaluate what they hear, use and display strategically to help achieve communicative purposes, and adapt speech to context and  
                      task. 
 

 Reading: Text involvedness and the growth of comprehension  
The Reading standard places equal importance on the complexity of what students read and the skill with which they read. This standard defines a grade-by-grade level of text complexity that rises from beginning reading to the college and career readiness high school 
level. Whatever they are reading, students must also demonstrate a gradually growing ability to understand more from and make fuller use of text, including making an increasing number of connections among ideas and between texts, considering a broader range of 
textual evidence, and becoming more perceptive to contradictions, ambiguities, and poor reasoning in texts.  
 

 Writing: Text styles, responding to reading, and research  
The Writing Standard recognize the fact that some writing skills, such as the ability to plan, revise, edit, and publish, are relevant to many types of writing, other skills are more properly defined in terms of specific writing types: arguments, informative/explanatory texts, 
and narratives. This Standard stresses the importance of the writing-reading connection by requiring students to draw upon and write about evidence from literary and informational texts. The significance of forms of writing: types of essays, research, and investigations, 
notably included in this strand states the importance of writing skills that are important to research and are infused throughout the document.  
 

 Language: Conventions, applicable and effective use, and vocabulary  
The Language standards include the essential “rules” of written and spoken English. The Standard is presented as a matter of skills and abilities. The vocabulary focuses on understanding words and phrases, their relationships, and the acquisition of new vocabulary, 
particularly general academic words and phrases. 

 
 
 
General Expectations for Seventh – Twelfth Grade: 
College and Career Readiness Expectations 

 Listening:  
Comprehend and analyze information from a variety of listening activities to ask and answer questions on social, academic, college, and career topics. 
 

 Speaking:  
1. Engage in discussions on a variety of social, academic, college, and career topics in diverse contexts with different audiences. 
2. Evaluate information and determine appropriate responses to answer questions effectively. 
3. Interact in social, academic, college, and career conversations using accurate and appropriate language. 
4. Provide, justify, and defend opinions or positions in speech. 
5. Choose appropriate language according to the task, context, purpose, and audience. 
6. Plan and deliver different types of oral presentations/reports to express information and support ideas in social, academic, college, and career settings. 
 

 Reading: 
1. Read critically to make logical inferences, and cite specific textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine main ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats. 
8. Delineate and evaluate an author’s argument through evidence specified in a text. 
9. Compare and contrast two or more authors’ presentations of similar themes or topics. 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
 

 Writing: 
1. Write arguments to support point of view using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informational texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the selection, organization, and analysis of  relevant content.  
3. Write literary texts to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, details, and structure.  
4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by using the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, rewriting, or publishing). 
5. Use technology, including the Internet, to interact and collaborate with others and produce and publish writing. 
6. Conduct research projects of varying lengths based on focused questions to demonstrate understanding of the subject. 
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7. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
8. Write routinely over short and extended time frames for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

 Language: 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of English grammar and usage. 
2. Apply English conventions using appropriate capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
3. Demonstrate understanding of how language functions in different contexts to make effective choices for meaning, style, and comprehension.  
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting reference materials. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and variation in word meanings. 
6. Accurately use a variety of social, academic and content-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career-readiness level. 
 

Expectations for Ninth Grade: 
Listening:  

9.L.1 Listen, support discussions, and interact with peers during read-alouds (of fictional and informational text); oral presentation/performances of class, group, and partner discussions on a variety of grade-appropriate academic and social topics.                            
         a. Ask relevant questions that elicit elaboration and respond to each other’s questions and comments with relevant observations that build discussion and keep conversation on topic. Ask relevant questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions    
             and comments with relevant observations that build the discussion and keep the conversation on topic. 

          b. Follow turn-taking and show consideration by concurring with others. Extend ideas or arguments with moderate support. 
                               c. Listen, respond to, and react/analyze complex instructions and statements; apply, clarify, and provide instructions and directions. 
                               d. Listen to a variety of literature to distinguish or differentiate styles to analyze character development, setting, tone, voice, and mood to make connections to the text. 
Speaking: 
 9.S.1 
 Contribute to class, group, and partner discussions, sustaining conversations on a variety of appropriate and relevant academic topics by following turn•]taking, to ask and answer relevant, on•]topic questions, affirm others, provide additional,  relevant information,   
                      paraphrase and evaluate, analyze and synthesize key ideas. 
  
 9.S.2 Respond orally to closed and open-ended questions. 
          a. Listen, discuss, respond to, and evaluate complex instructions and information. 
          b. Explain, restate, and discuss information. 
          c. Think deeply about closed and open-ended questions and answer with increasing sophistication. 
 
 9.S.3 
 Use a variety of grade-appropriate social, academic, and content-specific academic words accurately and appropriately when giving speeches, presentations/performances and to tell, retell, explain, and analyze stories and personal experiences and current/world 
 events. 
 
 9.S.4 
 Persuade others through debates and discussion using creative or original responses to express and defend opinions or viewpoints. 
 
 9.S.5 
 Demonstrate how to adjust language choices according to the context, purpose, task, and audience. 
 
 9.S.6 
 Plan and deliver a variety of oral presentations and reports to enhance appropriate topics that present evidence and facts to support ideas with grade levels of formal and informal styles. 
 
Reading: 
 9.R.1 
 Use in-depth critical reading of a variety of texts, presented in various print and multimedia formats to explain ideas, phenomena, processes, cultural identity, genre, and relationships within and across texts, using increasingly detailed sentences, and an increasing 
 variety of general academic and content•]specific words. Recognize fact vs. opinion and fiction vs. nonfiction as well as facts/supporting details from the texts.  
 a. Make inferences and draw conclusions from text to support analysis. 
 
 9.R.2 
 L. Determine a theme or main idea of a literary text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide a summary of the text. 
 I. Determine a main idea of an informational text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide a summary of the text. 
 
 9.R.3 
 L. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama develop the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. Analyze character traits to deepen understanding of the text. 
 I. Analyze the connections among the distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events. Connect cause and effect relationships. 
 
 
 
 9.R.4 
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 L. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a literary text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
 I. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in an informational text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  
 
 9.R.5 
 L. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more literary texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
 I. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in an informational text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 
 
 9.R.6 
 L. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters create an effect on the reader. 
 I. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in an informational text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
 
 9.R.7 
 L. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 
 I. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different media (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
 
 9.R.8 
 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific evidence in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. This includes, but is not limited to, narrative, persuasive, and 
 descriptive writing and knowledge of their qualities. 
 
 9.R.9 
 L. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
 I. Analyze a case in which two or more informational texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
 
 9.R.10 
 Read and comprehend a variety of literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, and informational texts of appropriate grade level. 
 
Writing: 
 9.W.1 
 Justify opinions and positions using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 a. Express and clarify viewpoints and opinions, take and defend positions that differ from others. 
 
 9.W.2 
 Write informational texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective technique, organization, and analysis of content. 
 
 9.W.3 
 Write types of paragraphs and literary texts using transitional words and other cohesive devices to better organize writing that develop real or imagined experiences or events, using literary elements (like narrative structure, theme, mood, plot, setting, moral) and 
 techniques (alliteration, hyperbole, allegory, and others.) 
 
 9.W.4 
 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, drafting, revising, editing (editing marks), rewriting, and publishing, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
 
 9.W.5 
 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
 
 9.W.6 
 Conduct short research projects to write reports that answer a thesis question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 
 
 9.W.7 
 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
 9.W.8 
 Write routinely to develop various types of paragraphs, formal and informal letters, and essays over for a variety of discipl ine-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences, using technology. 
 
Language: 
 9.LA.1 
 Demonstrate command of the conventions of English grammar. 
 a. Use parallel structure using conjunctions (e.g., “and” and "or") to show that two or more ideas have the same level of importance (e.g., He likes to jog, swim and hike.). 
 b. Use various types of phrases: noun, verb, infinitive, adjectival, adverbial, participial, and prepositional. Use various types of clauses: independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial. 
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 9.LA.2 
 Demonstrate command of the conventions of English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
 a. Use advanced punctuation marks. 
 b. Spell correctly. 
 
 9.LA.3 
 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
 a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects.  
 
 9.LA.4 
 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on appropriately complex reading and content, choosing flexibly from a variety of strategies. 
 a. Use context to help determine meaning. 
 b. Correctly analyze word changes to indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). 
 c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauri), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its origin. 
 
 9.LA.5 
 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and differences in word meanings. 
 a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
 b. Analyze the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
 
 9.LA.6 
 Accurately use social, academic, and content-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career-readiness level. 
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Course Description 

This course is designed to provide English advanced students a level of higher achievement integrating a variety of genres such as short stories, poetry, drama, essays, and Epic literature. Exposure to texts varying in complexity will give each student the opportunity to gain 
independence as a literate person in the 21st century global community. 
 

 
First Semester: August - December 

First Trimester: August 11 – October 10 
 

Time 
Period 

Expectations Essential or Big 
Question(s) 

Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

       

Aug 11 – Oct 10: 8-10 weeks 
 
Weeks 1-4 
-Introduction to the elements of 
the short story; 
-Parts of speech 
 
Weeks 5-8 
-Point of view 
-Comparing Literary Works 
 
Weeks 9-10 
-Academic Vocabulary 
-Model essay 

Listening 
9.L.1  
Speaking 
9.S.1,2 
Reading 
9.R.1,2,4, 5, 6, 10 
Writing 
9.W.3, 8 
Language 
9.LA.1, 2  

Can truth change? 
Is conflict necessary? 
Is knowledge the same 
as understanding? 

I. Short Stories 
(1) Elements of the short story: 
(2) “ Old Man at the Bridge”  
(3) Short story: “The Most Dangerous 

Game” or “The Gift of the Magi” 
(4) Parts of speech 
(5) Point of view 
(6)  Comparing Literary Works:  

“Checkouts” / “The Girl Who Can” 
(7) Independent reading selection: “The 

Scarlet Ibis” 
II. Non-Fiction 
(8) Academic vocabulary 
(9) Model essay 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Analyzing stages of 

plot; 
(3) Analyzing conflict; 
(4) Commenting and 

writing on related 
topics. 

 

(1) Listens to and 
comments on a 
selection. 

(2) Reacts to a 
selection and 
identifies 
elements of 
short story and 
point of view. 

(3) Writes brief 
compositions. 

(4) Takes quizzes 
on topic. 

(5) Takes a test on 
the topic. 

(1) Textbook 
(2) Lecture 
(3) Artwork 
(4) Internet & 

WWW 
(5) Computer/ 

word 
processor; 

(6) Related 
videos; 

(7) Teacher’s 
website. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Second Trimester: October 14 – December 12 

       

Time  
Period 

Expectations Essential or Big 
Question(s) 

Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

       

Oct 14 – Dec 12 (8-10 
weeks) 
 
Weeks 1-4 
-Elements of essays, 
articles and speeches 
-Types of essays 
 
Weeks 5-8 
-Elements of poetry 
-Poems part 1 
 
Weeks 9-10 
-Poems part 2 

Listening 
9.L.1  
Speaking 
9.S.1,2 
Reading 
9.R.1,2,4, 5, 8 
Writing 
9.W.3, 4, 5, 8 
Language 
9.LA.2,6 

Is knowledge the same 
as understanding? 
How does communication 
change us? 

II. Non-fiction (continued) 
(1) Elements of essays, articles and 
speeches 
(2) Types of essays 
 
III. Poetry  
(3) Introduction to elements of poetry 
(4)Poems part 1 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Identifying main 

idea and 
supporting 
details; 

(3) Using precise 
words in writing; 

(4) Applying 
various writing 
techniques; 

(5) Commenting 
and writing on 
related topics; 

(6) Applying a 
variety of 
patterns in 
speech. 

 
 

(1) Reads a selection 
and sums up the main 
idea. 

(2) Writes compositions 
applying related 
techniques. 

(3) Takes quizzes on the 
topics. 

(4) Takes a test on the 
topic of non-fiction. 

 

(1) Textbook 
(2) Lecture 
(3) Artwork 
(4) Internet & 

WWW 
(5) Computer/ 

word 
processor; 

(6) Related 
videos; 

(7) Teacher’s 
website. 
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Second Semester: January - May 
Third Trimester: January 12   – March 13 

 

Time  
Period 

Expectations Essential or Big 
Question(s) 

Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

       

January 12 – March 13 
(8-10 weeks) 
 
Weeks 1-4  
-Introduction to Poetry 
-Poetry Collection 
 
Weeks 5-8 
-Writing Workshop; 
-Poetry collection: 
 
Weeks 9-10 
-Introduction to Drama / The 
Tragedy of Romeo &  Juliet 
Acts I & II 

Listening 
9.L.1  
Speaking 
9.S.1,2,4,6 
Reading 
9.R.1,2,3,4, 5,7, 8, 10 
Writing 
9.W.2, 3, 4, 5, 8 
Language 
9.LA.1, 2,4, 5, 6 

 

How does communication 
change us? 
Do our differences define us? 

III. Poetry (continued) 
(1) Poems part 2 

 
IV. Drama 
(2) Introduction to Drama; 
(3) The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet  
      Acts I & II. 

 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Analyzing sensory 

details of setting; 
(3) Using appropriate 

grammar to 
express ideas; 

(4) Commenting and 
writing on related 
topics; 

(5) Applying 
appropriate 
language structure 
in speech; 

(6) Applying a variety 
of patterns in 
speech. 

(1) Reads selections 
and sums up main 
ideas. 

(2) Analyzes imagery 
in selected texts. 

(3) Reads out loud. 
(4) Writes  

compositions 
applying related 
techniques; 

(5) Takes quizzes on 
the topics; 

(6) Takes a test on 
the topic of poetry. 

(1) Textbook 
(2) Lecture 
(3) Artwork 
(4) Internet & 

WWW 
(5) Computer/ 

word 
processor; 

(6) Related 
videos; 

(7) Teacher’s 
website. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

Fourth Trimester: March 16 – May 15 

Time  
Period 

Expectations  Essential Question(s) Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

March 16 - May 15  
 (8-10 weeks) 
 
Weeks 1-4 
Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet  
Acts III, IV & V 
 
Weeks 5-10 
-from the Odyssey, Part 1 
-from the Odyssey, Part 2 
 

Listening 
9.L.1  
Speaking 
9.S.1,2,4,6 
Reading 
9.R.1,2,3,4, 5,7, 8, 10 
Writing 
9.W.2, 3, 4, 5, 8 
Language 
9.LA.1, 2,4, 5, 6 

 

Do our differences define 
us? 
Do heroes have 
responsibilities? 

IV. Drama (continued) 
(1) The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet       
      Acts III, IV &V. 

 
V. Epics 
(2) Introduction to the epic 
(3) from the Odyssey, Part 1 
(4) from the Odyssey, Part 2 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Identifying 

theme; 
(3) Analyzing theme 

and symbol; 
(4) Analyzing ideas; 
(5) Interpreting 

symbol and 
theme; 

(6) Outlining a text; 
(7) Using correct 

grammar. 
  

(1) Reads a 
selection and 
sums up the 
main idea. 

(2) Explains how 
theme is 
revealed in a 
given text. 

(3) Writes  
compositions 
applying related 
techniques; 

(4) Takes quizzes 
on the topics; 

(5) Takes a test on 
the topic. 

(1) Textbook 
(2) Lecture 
(3) Computer 

software 
(4) Computer / 

word 
processor 

(5) Internet; 
(6) Related 

videos; 
(7) Teacher’s 

website. 
 

 


