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Language Study 
 
Vocabulary The words listed below appear in “The Sun Parlor.” For each sentence that follows, 

write a new sentence using a word from the list. Base your sentence on the pattern and 

meaning of the original sentence. 

 

lavished   subordinate   rejuvenation   convalesce   cajoling 
 

1. I gave in to my brother's wheedling and lent him my new game. 
 
 
2. The junior counselors did not have the same privileges but they also did not have the same 
responsibilities. 

 

 
3. They showered praise on us for our successful fund drive. 
 
 
4. A month's vacation will help rebuild Alice's strength and energy. 

 

 
5. After she broke her leg, my sister had to stay home for a month to regain her strength. 

 

 
Key Ideas and Details 
 

1. Main Idea Reread the first six paragraphs. (a) What is the main idea of this 

section? (b) Which details from the text support that idea? Explain. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Main Idea (a) What is the next main idea you find in the essay? (b) Identify three 

supporting details from the essay that develop this idea. (c) Explain the purpose or function of 

each detail—what new information or quality does it add? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
3. (a) What project does West undertake to improve the sun parlor? (b) Infer: Why does she 

tell Sis to stay out of the room? (c) Connect: Does West's response to Sis reflect what her 

mother taught her? Explain, citing evidence from the text. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Craft and Structure 

4. Reflective Essay (a) Using a chart like the one shown, list details West includes that show 

her  about the sun parlor. Then, list other details that describe feelings  about the room or facts

events that took place there. (b) Using these details as support, explain how the topic of the 

sun parlor allows West to reflect on larger, more important ideas about life (insights). 

 

Feelings 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Events and Facts 
 

Insights 
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5. Reflective Essay (a) What transition in the narrative occurs with the paragraph beginning 

“Other summers passed”? (b) How does this transition reinforce the enduring importance of 

the lesson West learned through her experience with Sis and the sun parlor? Even though 

time has passed, has West forgotten what she learned? Explain. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 

6. (a) Compare and Contrast: Using details from the selection, contrast Sis's first reaction to 

the parlor with her reactions to other events as described in the selection. 

 (b) Interpret: What does West mean by calling Sis's reaction to the parlor part of an 

“awakening”? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What kind of knowledge changes our lives? (a)What does West mean when she says to 

Sis, “It's enough for me that you listened”? (b) In what ways might that statement also indicate a 

reason West wrote this essay? (c) Why it is important to West that people “listen”?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 


