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Conventions: Complex and Compound-Complex Sentences 

Sentences can be classified by the number of dependent and independent clauses they contain. An 
independent clause contains a subject and a verb and can stand alone as a sentence. A dependent 
clause contains a subject and a verb but cannot stand alone as a sentence. A dependent clause 
begins with a subordinating conjunction such as when, although, because, before, since, or while, or 
a relative pronoun, such as who, whom, whose, which, and that. 

A complex sentence consists of one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses. 

A compound-complex sentence consists of two or more independent clauses and one or more 
dependent clauses. 

Independent clauses in both compound and compound-complex sentences are connected by a 
comma and a coordinating conjunction. 

Complex Sentence Compound-Complex Sentence 

When the lights came on, he saw the 
audience. 

When the lights came on, he saw the audience, and he 
waved to his parents. 

Practice A State whether each sentence below is complex or compound-complex. Then, identify the 
independent clauses and the dependent clauses. 

1. Because Odysseus was disguised, Penelope did not recognize her husband. 

2. When Odysseus strung the bow, the suitors were amazed, and they stopped laughing. 

3. Telemachus grabbed a sword, and he stood by his father while they fought. 

4. Although there were many suitors, Odysseus killed every one of them. 

Reading Application In the Odyssey, find one complex sentence and one compound-complex 
sentence. 

Practice B Combine the simple sentences below to form one new sentence of the type indicated in 
parentheses. 

1. Argus recognized Odysseus. He died. (complex) 

2. Odysseus strung the bow. Telemachus looked on. (complex) 

3. Odysseus tested the bow. The suitors mocked him. They called him names. (compound-
complex) 

4. He shot the arrow. It passed through each ring. The suitors were awed. (compound-
complex) 

Writing Application Write six simple sentences about the Odyssey. Choose from among these 
sentences to build two complex and two compound-complex sentences. 


