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Critical Reading. Identify the letter of the choice that answers the question. 

 

1. What does the incident with Athena at the opening of Part 2 of the Odyssey most clearly show 

about ancient Greek beliefs? 

 

a. They believed the gods were always invisible to human beings. 

b. They believed the gods took human form, and intervened in human affairs. 

c. They believed that young people had an instinctive understanding of the gods. 

d. They believed that human beings were sometimes more clever than the gods. 

 

2. In Part 2 of the Odyssey, what does Odysseus order Telemachus to do when Odysseus gives him 

a signal? 

 

a. remove the weapons from the hall                      c. leave Ithaca and set sail for Pylos 

b. reveal Odysseus's identity to Penelope              d. string the great bow 

 

3. Why is the episode involving Odysseus's dog Argus an important moment in Part 2 of the 

Odyssey? 

 

a. It shows how much Odysseus has changed since he first left home. 

b. It stresses Eumaeus's awareness of Odysseus's disguise. 

c. It underscores the epic's theme of true loyalty and devotion. 

d. It illustrates the qualities that people and animals have in their youth. 

 

4. Which of these character traits does Penelope embody in Part 2 of the Odyssey? 

 

a. stubbornness and fear             c. prudence and loyalty 

b. weakness and longing             d. indecision and panic 

 

5. In these lines from Part 2 of the Odyssey, what does the epic simile stress about the cries of 

Telemachus and Odysseus? 
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. . . Salt tears 

rose from the wells of longing in both men, 

and cries burst from both as keen and fluttering 

as those of the great taloned hawk, 

whose nestlings farmers take before they fly. 

 

a. They are loud and emotional.    c. They are perfectly natural. 

b. They are wild and free.              d. They are sweet and melodious. 

 

6. Which attitude or talent most clearly helps Odysseus triumph in the bow-and-arrow challenge in 

Part 2 of the Odyssey? 

 

a. his love for Penelope         c. his pride in his heritage 

b. his loyalty to the gods        d. his skill as a marksman 

 

7. In this passage about Odysseus from Part 2 of the Odyssey, what does the epic simile compare?  

 

But the man skilled in all ways of contending, 

satisfied by the great bow's look and heft, 

like a musician, like a harper, when 

with quiet hand upon his instrument 

he draws between his thumb and forefinger 

a sweet new string upon a peg: so effortlessly 

Odysseus in one motion strung the bow. 

 

a. Odysseus to a musician           c. Odysseus to an archer 

b. a musician to a harper              d. a bow string to sweet music 

 

 

8. Why does Penelope test Odysseus toward the end of Part 2 of the Odyssey? 

 

a. She wants to see if he is still as intelligent as he was in his youth. 

b. She wants him to demonstrate to the people that he is really their king. 

c. She wants to know more details about the Trojan War. 

d. She wants to know if he is really her husband. 
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9. In Part 2 of the Odyssey, Odysseus slaughters all of the suitors even though they ask to be 

spared and offer to repay him for what they have taken. What does this episode show about ancient 

Greek values? 

 

a. Ancient Greeks believed that violence is the best way to end conflicts. 

b. Ancient Greeks did not believe suitors were worth much. 

c. Ancient Greeks valued intelligence above physical strength or skill. 

d. Ancient Greeks believed that revenge is justified, even if it involves violence. 

 

10. Which of these words best describes the tone, or emotional quality, at the end of Part 2 of the 

Odyssey? 

 

a. melancholy         c. triumphant 

b. reflective             d. ironic 

 

Vocabulary and Grammar 

11. Which of the following words is the best synonym for contempt? 

 

a. scorn               c. dislike 

b. complaint        d. permission 

 

12. Which of the following words is the best antonym for equity? 

 

a. equivalence           c. violence 

b. unfairness             d. prudence 

 

13. Which answer choice correctly identifies the structure of the following sentence? 

After Odysseus returned to Ithaca, Athena disguised him.  

 

a. simple sentence                  c. complex sentence 

b. compound sentence           d. compound-complex sentence 
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14. Which of the following statements about a dependent clause is correct? 

 

a. A compound-complex sentence must contain only one dependent clause. 

b. A dependent clause cannot stand by itself as a sentence. 

c. A complex sentence does not contain a dependent clause. 

d. A sentence cannot contain two dependent clauses. 

Read each of the sentences below and determine the sentence type by selecting the 

corresponding letter. 

(A) Simple                              (C) Complex 

(B) Compound                        (D) Compound-complex 

15. Dad takes the bus to work even though he has a car. 

16. It rained for a week, so the streets were flooded. 

17. After Jose got home, he put on a DVD and we watched a great movie. 

18. Andrea and Sophie play piano. 

19. Luis finished his homework and put it in his binder. 

20. If you exercise daily, you can control your weight. 

21. Sara and Karen dance and play piano. 

22. Even though it was a weekday and I should have been studying, I went to the movies.  

Dictation 

23. _______________________ 

 

27. _____________________________ 

24. _______________________ 

 

28. _____________________________ 

25. _______________________ 

 

29. ____________________________ 

26._______________________ 30. ____________________________ 

 


