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Standards 

 Listening: Building on others’ ideas for knowledge  
                      The Listening Standard includes skills for presenting information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style that are        
                      appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
 

 Speaking: Adaptable communication and partnership collaboration  
                      The Speaking Standard includes but is not limited to skills necessary for formal presentations, the Speaking Standard requires students to develop a range of broadly useful oral communication and interpersonal skills. Students must learn to work  
                      together, express and listen carefully to ideas, integrate information from  oral, visual, quantitative, and media sources to evaluate what they hear, use and display strategically to help achieve communicative purposes, and adapt speech to context and  
                      task. 
 

 Reading: Text involvedness and the growth of comprehension  
The Reading standard places equal importance on the complexity of what students read and the skill with which they read. This standard defines a grade-by-grade level of text complexity that rises from beginning reading to the college and career readiness high school 
level. Whatever they are reading, students must also demonstrate a gradually growing ability to understand more from and make fuller use of text, including making an increasing number of connections among ideas and between texts, considering a broader range of 
textual evidence, and becoming more perceptive to contradictions, ambiguities, and poor reasoning in texts.  
 

 Writing: Text styles, responding to reading, and research  
The Writing Standard recognize the fact that some writing skills, such as the ability to plan, revise, edit, and publish, are relevant to many types of writing, other skills are more properly defined in terms of specific writing types: arguments, informative/explanatory texts, 
and narratives. This Standard stresses the importance of the writing-reading connection by requiring students to draw upon and write about evidence from literary and informational texts. The significance of forms of writing: types of essays, research, and investigations, 
notably included in this strand states the importance of writing skills that are important to research and are infused throughout the document.  
 

 Language: Conventions, applicable and effective use, and vocabulary  
The Language standards include the essential “rules” of written and spoken English. The Standard is presented as a matter of skills and abilities. The vocabulary focuses on understanding words and phrases, their relationships, and the acquisition of new vocabulary, 
particularly general academic words and phrases. 

 
 
General Expectations: 
 

 Listening:  
Comprehend and analyze information from a variety of listening activities to ask and answer questions on a variety of topics. 
 

 Speaking:  
1. Engage in discussions. 
3. Provide, justify, and defend opinions or positions in speech. 
4. Choose appropriate language according to the task, context, purpose, and audience. 
5. Plan and deliver different types of oral presentations/reports to express information. 
 

 Reading: 
1. Read or view critically to make logical inferences. 
2. Determine main ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a film. 

                      4. Analyze the structure of films, including how specific scenes relate to each other and the whole. 
5. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a film. 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats. 
8. Evaluate a director’s argument through evidence specified in a film. 
9. Compare and contrast two or more directors’ presentations of similar themes or topics. 
 

 Writing: 
1. Write arguments to support point of view using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informational texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
3. Write texts to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, details, and structure. 
4. Use technology, including the Internet, to interact and collaborate with others and produce and publish writing. 
5. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
6. Write routinely over short and extended time frames for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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 Language: 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of English grammar and usage. 
2. Apply English conventions using appropriate capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
3. Demonstrate understanding of how language functions in different contexts to make effective choices for meaning, style, and comprehension. 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting reference materials.  
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and variation in word meanings. 
6. Accurately use a variety of social, academic and content-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career-readiness level. 
 

Expectations for 11th and 12th Grades: 
 
Listening:  

1.  Listen, support discussions, and interact with peers during and after film viewing; oral presentation/performances of class, group, and partner discussions on a variety of grade-appropriate academic and social topics.                            
         a. Ask relevant questions that elicit elaboration and respond to each other’s questions and comments with relevant observations that build discussion and keep conversation on topic. Ask relevant questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions    
             and comments with relevant observations that build the discussion and keep the conversation on topic. 

          b. Follow turn-taking and show consideration by concurring with others. Extend ideas or arguments with moderate support. 
                                
                                
Speaking: 
 1. Contribute to class, group, and partner discussions, sustaining conversations on a variety of appropriate and relevant academic topics by following turn-taking, to ask and answer relevant, on-topic questions, affirm others, provide additional,  relevant information,   
                           paraphrase and evaluate, analyze and synthesize key ideas. 
  
 2. Respond orally to closed and open-ended questions. 
          a. Listen, discuss, respond to, and evaluate complex instructions and information. 
          b. Explain, restate, and discuss information.     
 
 3. Persuade others through debates and discussion using creative or original responses to express and defend opinions or viewpoints. 
  
 4. Plan and deliver a variety of oral presentations and reports to enhance appropriate topics that present evidence and facts to support ideas. 
 
Reading/ Film Viewing: 
 1. .Make inferences and draw conclusions from text and films to support analysis. 
 
 2.  Determine a theme or main idea of a text or film and analyze its development over its course, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide a summary. 
  
 3.  Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama develop the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. Analyze character traits to deepen understanding.  
 
 4.  Compare and contrast the structure of two or more films. 
  
 5. (a)  Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters create an effect on the viewer. (b)  Determine a director’s point of view or purpose in a film. 
 
 6. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 
  
   
Writing: 

 
 1. Justify opinions and positions using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
  
 2. Write types of paragraphs using transitional words and other cohesive devices to better organize writing that develop real or imagined experiences or events. 
 
 3.  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, drafting, revising, editing (editing marks), rewriting, and publishing, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
 
 4.  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
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Language: 
 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of English grammar. 
  a. Use parallel structure using conjunctions (e.g., “and” and "or") to show that two or more ideas have the same level of importance (e.g., He likes  to jog, swim and hike.). 
  b. Use various types of phrases: noun, verb, infinitive, adjectival, adverbial, participial, and prepositional. Use various types of clauses: independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial. 
 
 2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
 a. Use advanced punctuation marks. 
 b. Spell correctly. 
 
Course Description 

This course is designed for 11th and 12th grade students who wish to reinforce their English-language skills through the medium of film viewing. Throughout the course, a variety of movies and films of varying lengths will be viewed.  Students will react to each through writing or during 
class discussion. Students will also present slideshows on topics related to the film industry. Exposure to films varying in genre will give each student the opportunity to gain independence as a literate person in the 21st century global community. All work will be documented through 
students’ individual blogs and Google Drive. The teacher’s website will be used as a guide: English and Mrs. Molina 
 

 
First Semester: August – December (First Trimester: August – October) 

 

Time 
Period 

Expectations Essential or Big 
Question(s) 

Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

       

Aug – Oct : 8-10 weeks 
 
Films: 
Horton Hears a Who! 
Brother Bear 
The Goonies 
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial 
Hugo 
 
Note: Film titles are subject to 
change. Recommendations by 
students will be taken into 
consideration. 
 

Listening: 1 
 
Speaking: 1- 4 
 
Reading: 1- 6 
 
Writing: 1-4  
 
Language: 1, 2 

What can change a 
person’s perspective?  
What is considered 
valuable? 
Can a film change a 
person’s life? 

Films: 
Horton Hears a Who! 
Brother Bear 
The Goonies 
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial 
Hugo 

 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Analyzing stages of 

plot in a film; 
(3) Analyzing conflict; 
(4) Commenting and 

writing on related 
topics. 

 

(1) Views a film and 
sums up the 
main idea. 

(2) Reflects on 
content of a film. 

(3) Writes brief 
posts. 

(4) Cites sources. 
 

 
(1) Internet & 

WWW 
(2) Computer/ 

word 
processor; 

(3) Movies and 
films; 

(4) Teacher’s 
website. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Second Trimester: October – December  

       

Time  
Period 

Expectations Essential or Big 
Question(s) 

Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

       

Oct  – Dec  (8-10 weeks) 
 
Films: 
Frankenweenie 
Monster House 
Hocus Pocus 
Adventures in Babysitting 
Arthur Christmas 
 
Note: Film titles are subject to 
change. Recommendations by 

Listening: 1 
 
Speaking: 1- 4 
 
Reading: 1- 6 
 
Writing: 1-4  
 
Language: 1, 2 

Life choices: How 
important are they? 
How do siblings affect 
other relationships? 
Is tradition important? 

Films: 
Frankenweenie 
Monster House 
Hocus Pocus 
Adventures in Babysitting 
Arthur Christmas 
 
 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Identifying main 

idea and supporting 
details; 

(3) Using precise words 
in oral discussion; 

(4) Applying various 
writing techniques; 

(5) Commenting and 
writing on related 
topics. 

(1) Views a film and 
sums up the 
main idea. 

(2) Reflects on 
content of a film. 

(3) Writes brief 
posts. 

(4) Cites sources. 
 

 
(1) Internet & 

WWW 
(2) Computer/ 

word 
processor; 

(3) Movies 
and films; 

(4) Teacher’s 
website. 

 

https://molinaenglish2014.wordpress.com/
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students will be taken into 
consideration. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Second Semester: January – May  (Third Trimester: January – March) 
 

Time  
Period 

Expectations Essential or Big 
Question(s) 

Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

       

January – March 
(8-10 weeks) 
 
Films: 
Little Boy 
Popeye  
The Princess Bride 
Inkheart 
  
Note: Film titles are subject to 
change. Recommendations by 
students will be taken into 
consideration. 

Listening: 1 
 
Speaking: 1- 4 
 
Reading: 1- 6 
 
Writing: 1-4  
 
Language: 1, 2 

How does faith influence a 
person’s life? 
Does true love exist? 
How do books influence film?   

Films: 
Little Boy 
Popeye  
The Princess Bride 
Inkheart 
 

 
. 

 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Analyzing sensory 

details of a film; 
(3) Using appropriate 

grammar to 
express ideas; 

(4) Commenting and 
writing on related 
topics; 

(5) Applying 
appropriate 
language structure 
in speech. 

(1) Views a film and 
sums up the main 
idea. 

(2) Reflects on 
content of a film. 

(3) Writes brief posts. 
(4) Cites sources. 

 

 
(1) Internet & 

WWW 
(2) Computer/ 

word 
processor; 

(3) Movies and 
films; 

(4) Teacher’s 
website. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

Fourth Trimester: March – May  

Time  
Period 

Expectations  Essential Question(s) Content 
 

Skills Assessment Resources 

March  - May  
 (8-10 weeks) 
 
Films: 
Alien 
Zathura 
Star wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back 
The Breakfast Club 
 
Note: Film titles are subject to 
change. Recommendations by 
students will be taken into 
consideration. 

Listening: 1 
 
Speaking: 1- 4 
 
Reading: 1- 6 
 
Writing: 1-4  
 
Language: 1, 2 

Science fiction: How real 
can it be? 
How well can a person 
know another? 

Films: 
Alien 
Zathura 
Star wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back 
The Breakfast Club 
 
 

 
 

(1) Note-taking; 
(2) Identifying theme; 
(3) Analyzing theme 

and symbol; 
(4) Analyzing ideas; 
(5) Interpreting 

symbol and 
theme; 

(6) Using correct 
grammar. 

  

(1) Views a film and 
sums up the main 
idea. 

(2) Reflects on content 
of a film. 

(3) Writes brief posts. 
(4) Cites sources. 

 

 
(1) Internet & 

WWW 
(2) Computer/ 

word 
processor; 

(3) Movies and 
films; 

(4) Teacher’s 
website. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


