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First First  

F August - First Trimester: August - October  October  

Time Period Content Essential 
Questions 

Standard Expectation Skills Resources Assessment 

8-10 weeks        
 
 

General 
Writing 

How do we 
communicate? 
Why is writing 
important? 
 
 

Writing: 
Develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by using the writing 
process (planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or 
publishing).  

10.W.4   
Develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning (e.g., outlines 
and graphic organizers), drafting, 
revising, editing (editing marks), 
rewriting, and publishing, focusing 
on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed, avoiding 
plagiarism, and considering styles 
(e.g., MLA and APA) and using 
citations.  

 
 
 

1. Develop ideas 
through the 
writing process 
2. Determine 
thesis statement 
and supporting 
details and/or 
topic sentences. 
3. Write 
transitional 
sentences. 
4. Develop the 
introduction, 
body, and 
conclusion of an 
essay. 

-10
th

 grade website 
-Lecture/conference  
Computer software  
Power point 
presentations 
Related websites in 
the World Wide Web 

Writing tasks 
Quiz 
 

 Grammar: 
Using Verbs 
(Mechanics 
of Writing) - 
Subject and 
Verb 
Agreement 

 Language Arts: Demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 
English grammar and usage.  
 

10.LA.1   
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of English grammar 
and usage when writing or 
speaking.  

 
 

1. Identify the 
relationship 
between subjects 
and its agreement 
with verbs 

Grammar workbook -Quiz 
-Writing tasks 
 
 

 Analysis of 
different 
viewpoints 
 
Suggested 
material: 
-Magazine 
articles 
-Newspaper 
articles 
-Personal 

How can a 
person defend 
a belief? 

Writing:  
Write arguments to support point 
of view using valid reasoning and 
sufficient evidence.  
 
 

10.W.1  
Justify opinions and positions using 
valid reasoning and sufficient 
evidence.  

 
 

1. Develop an 
argument 
responding to a 
text. 
2. Plan prewriting 
and drafting 
strategies to 
develop argument. 
3. Determine 
Word choice, voice 
and sentence 

-Magazine articles 
-Newspaper articles 
-Personal essays 

-Writing 
workshop 
-Rubrics 
-Quiz or exam 
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Second Trimester: October - December 

Time Period Content Essential 
Question 

Standard Expectation Skills Resources Assessment 

8-9 weeks        

 Introduction 
to Poetry 
 
Suggested 
poems: 
-The Fish 
-The 
Bridegroom 
Poetry  
-Danny 
Deever 
-The Weary 
Blues 
-Do not Go 
Gently Into 
That 
Goodnight 
-in Flanders 
Field 
-Metaphor 

What is 
Poetry? 
How can we 
communicate 
through 
poetry? 
What does 
poetry do for 
the human 
spirit?  
 
 
 

Reading:  
Interpret words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how 
specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone. 

 
 
 
 
 

 10.R.4   
L. Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a literary text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the 
language evokes a sense of time 
and place or how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). 

1. Identify forms of 
poetry and poetic 
language. 
2.Read Fluently 
3. Identify 
Figurative 
language: Simile, 
Metaphor, 
personification and 
paradox. 
4. Analyze Imagery 
5. Analyze the 
speaker in poetry. 

-World Wide Web 

-http://lmmolina97.  

edublogs.org/poetry 
-Worksheets 
-Videos  

 

- Original Poem 
-Exam 

 

Essays 
 
 

structure. 
4. Edit and publish 
final product. 

 Written and 
oral 
presentations 
 
*Use writing 
argument 
task to 
deliver orally. 

 
 

Speaking:  
Plan and deliver different types of 
oral presentations/reports to 
express information and support 
ideas in social, academic, college, 
and career settings.  
 

 

10.S.6   
Plan and deliver a variety of oral 
presentations and reports on 
developmentally appropriate 
topics that present evidence and 
facts to support ideas using 
growing understanding of formal 
and informal registers. 

 

1. Consider 
audience during 
delivery. 
2. Use detail and 
appropiate 
sentences. 
3.Focus on formal 
and informal 
styles. 

 -Oral 
presentation 
-Evaluation 
Chek list 
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Grammar: 
-Capitalization 
-Active & 
Passive Voice 

What is the 
importance of 
correct 
grammar? 

Language:  
Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
English grammar and 
usage.  

 

10.LA.1  
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of English grammar 
and usage when writing or 
speaking.  

 1. Identify active 

and passive voice. 
2. Apply 
conventions in 
writing tasks. 

Grammar workbook -Writing tasks 
-Quiz 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Novel: 
Hatchet 
 

What are life’s 
greatest 
lessons? 
Why should an 
individual learn 
basic survival 
skills?  

Reading:   
Analyze how and why individuals, 
events, or ideas develop and 
interact over the course of a text.  
 

 
 

10.R.3   
L. Analyze how complex 
characters (e.g., those with 
multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the 
course of a literary text, interact 
with other characters, and 
advance the plot and its 
components or develop the 
theme.  

 

1. Recognize and 
identify elements 
of a novel. 
2. Analyze main 
idea, character, 
themes, setting 
and plot in a novel. 

 

- Hatchet(PDF) -Timeline chart 
-Written 
response 
-Blog 
comments 

 Language 
Study: 
Idioms, 
Jargons and 
Technical 
Terms 

How do jargon 
and idioms add 
color to 
language? 

Language:  
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown words and phrases by 
using context clues, analyzing 
meaningful word parts, and 
consulting reference materials.  
 

10.LA.5 
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on 
appropriately complex-reading 
and content, choosing flexibly 
from a variety of strategies. 
 

1. Understand and 
apply Idioms, 
Jargons, and 
Technical Terms. 

10
th

 grade website 
 

-Writing tasks 

 

 

Third Trimester: January - March 

Time 
Period 

Content Essential 
Question 

Standard Expectation Skills Resources Assessment 

8-9 weeks        

 
 

Elements of 
Essays and 
Speeches 
 
Core Text:  
Longitud 
 

What kind of 
knowledge 
changes our 
lives? 
 

Reading:  
Determine main ideas or themes 
of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

 10.R.2 
L. Determine theme or main idea 
of a literary text and analyze in 
detail its development, including 
how it emerges in the text and is 
shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide subjective or 

1. Read 
informational 
texts(Expository 
essay). 
2. Identify Main 
ideas. 
3. Evaluate 

-World Wide Web 
-http://lmmolina97.  
edublogs.org/poetry 
-10th grade website 
 

-Written 
analysis 
-Writing a 
memoir 
-Group 
discussions 
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Suggested 
texts: 
-“The Sun 
Parlor” 
-“Memory 
Alive” 
- “The 
American 
Idea” 

responsive summary of the text.  
I. Determine the main idea of an 
informational text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text, including how it 
emerges, and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 

persuasion and 
rhetorical devices. 
4. Summarize a text. 

 
 

Elements of a 
Short Story 
 
Suggested 
texts: 
“The 
Monkey’s 
Paw” by 
W.W. Jacobs 
“A Problem” 
by Anton 
Chekhov 
 
 
 
 

How can 
beliefs 
influence a 
person’s 
actions? 
 
 
 

Reading: 
Read critically to make logical 
inferences, and cite specific textual 
evidence to support conclusions 
drawn from the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

10.W.1 
Use in-depth critical reading of a 
variety of grade-level texts, 
presented in various print and 
multimedia formats (when 
accessible) to explain ideas, 
phenomena, processes, cultural 
identity, genre, and relationships 
within and across texts, using 
detailed sentences, and a variety 
of general academic and content‐
specific words. Recognize fact vs. 
opinion and fiction vs. nonfiction 
as well as facts/supporting details 
from the texts.  
a. Explain inferences and 
conclusions drawn from text to 
support analysis.  
 

 1. Identify elements 
of plot and plot 
devices 
2. Analyze conflict 
3. Analyze 
Characterization  
4. Make predictions 
5. Identify 
Foreshadowing and 
Flashback. 
6. Analyze setting 
and theme 
7. Draw Conclusions 
8. Analyze Direct 
and Indirect 
Characterization 

-World Wide Web 
-http://lmmolina97.  
edublogs.org/poetry 
-10th grade website 
 
 

-Oral 
responses 
-Oral reading 
fluency 
-Written 
responses 
-Test 
 

 Novel: 
Animal Farm 

How does 
society 
influence an 
individual? 
Why are rules 
necessary?  

Reading:   
Analyze how and why individuals, 
events, or ideas develop and 
interact over the course of a text.  
 

10.R.3   
L. Analyze how complex 
characters (e.g., those with 
multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the 
course of a literary text, interact 
with other characters, and 
advance the plot and its 
components or develop the 
theme. 

1. Recognize and 
identify elements of 
a novel. 
2. Analyze main 
idea, character, 
themes, setting and 
plot in a novel. 

-Animal Farm (PDF) -Written 
response 
-Blog 
comments 
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Fourth Trimester: March - may 

Time Period Content Essential 
Question 

Standard Expectation Skills Resources Assessment 

8-9 weeks        

 Elements of 
the Oral 
Tradition 
 
Core Text: 
“Prometheus 
and the First 
People” 
 
Suggested 
reading: 
“Sundiata: An 
Epic Old Mali” 
“Damon and 
Pythias” 

What is a 
hero? 
What qualities 
does a hero 
have? 
Can anyone be 
a hero? 
 

Reading: 
Read critically to make logical 
inferences, and cite specific textual 
evidence to support conclusions 
drawn from the text.  

 

 10.R.1 
Use in-depth critical reading of a 
variety of grade-level texts, 
presented in various print and 
multimedia formats (when 
accessible) to explain ideas, 
phenomena, processes, cultural 
identity, genre, and relationships 
within and across texts, using 
detailed sentences, and a variety 
of general academic and content‐
specific words. Recognize fact vs. 
opinion and fiction vs. nonfiction 
as well as facts/supporting details 
from the texts.  

1. Analyze and study 
elements and forms 
of oral tardition. 
2. Apply historical 
and cultural context 
to texts. 
3. Analyze  a myth. 
4. Analyze an Epic 
and an Epic Hero. 

  

-World Wide Web 
-http://lmmolina97.  
edublogs.org/poetry 
-10th grade website 
 
 

-Oral 
presentations 
- Blog 
comment 
-Writing a 
myth/parody 
- Test 

 

 Grammar: 
Punctuation 

How can 
punctuation 
change 
meaning? 

Language:  
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of English grammar 
and usage.  
 

10.LA.1  
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of English grammar 
and usage when writing or 
speaking.  

Apply conventions to 
writing tasks. 

Grammar workbook -Workbook 
exercises 
-Quiz 

 


